
 
 
 

 Schuling Annexation 

 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Johnston, Iowa 
AGENDA COMMUNICATION 

March 4th, 2019 
 

SUBJECT: Consider approval of Resolution 19-55; a resolution 
accepting a petition for voluntary annexation of territory into the City 
of Johnston with the establishment of zoning and referring the 
annexation proposal with the establishment of zoning to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission for their study and recommendation. The 
subject property is located east of Highway 141 and north of NW 
Towner Drive.  
 

ACTION REQUIRED: 
        Ordinance 
  X    Resolution 
         Approval 
         Receive/File 
         Attorney Review  

SYNOPSIS: 
 
 
 

Edward and Patricia Schuling have submitted a petition for voluntary 
annexation of two parcels owned by the applicants into the City of 
Johnston. The applicant has not requested any zoning district, but the city 
would establish zoning for the properties at the time of annexation by 
defaulting to the standard annexation holding district of A-R, Agriculture 
Reserve Zoning District. The subject properties are located east of 
Highway 141 and immediately north of NW Towner Drive. Staff has 
prepared an annexation proposal to annex the petitioned properties with 
the addition of adjacent right-of-way.  
 
Staff did want to bring attention to the fact that the subject property lies 
within an area claimed by Xenia Rural Water District as their service 
territory. The City of Johnston is in pending litigation with Xenia Rural 
Water District. While litigation does not prohibit annexation of property 
into the City of Johnston litigation may restrict development of property 
until such time that a resolution is arrived at. As of publication of this staff 
report there is no known end date to the pending litigation.  
 
Furthermore, staff has begun discussion with Polk County Public Works 
regarding the feasibility of excluding public right-of-way from the 
annexation territory. The basis for staff’s discussion about the exclusion of 
public right-of-way would be to maintain a consistent jurisdiction over the 
right-of-way. With the NW Saylorville Drive Expansion Annexation in 
2018 right-of-way within this area was excluded from that annexation 
territory so as to avoid the creation of an un-incorporated island. The 
annexation proposal being initiated with Resolution 19-55 does include 
public right-of-way, but depending on the outcome of discussion with Polk 
County this right-of-way may be removed from the annexation territory 



when considering final approval of the annexation request.  
 
Resolution 19-55 would direct the Community Development Department 
to serve all applicable notices as directed by the Iowa Code and the City of 
Johnston Code of Ordinances and the resolution would send the 
annexation proposal with the establishment of zoning to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for their study and recommendation.  
  

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of Resolution 19-55 

 
Attachments:  Resolution 19-55; 
   Petition for Voluntary Annexation; 



EXHIBIT “C” 
 

 





 
 
 

 Reichenbach Farms Inc. 
Annexation 

 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Johnston, Iowa 
AGENDA COMMUNICATION 

March 4th, 2019 
 

SUBJECT: Consider approval of Resolution 19-54; a resolution 
accepting a petition for voluntary annexation of territory into the City 
of Johnston with the establishment of zoning and referring the 
annexation proposal with the establishment of zoning to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission for their study and recommendation. 
 

ACTION REQUIRED: 
        Ordinance 
  X    Resolution 
         Approval 
         Receive/File 
  _     Attorney Review  

SYNOPSIS: 
 
 
 

Reichenbach Farms Inc. has submitted a petition for voluntary annexation 
of three parcels owned by the applicant into the City of Johnston. The 
applicant has not requested any zoning district, but the city would establish 
zoning for the properties at the time of annexation by defaulting to the 
standard annexation holding district of A-R, Agriculture Reserve Zoning 
District. The subject properties are located west of Highway 141 and 
immediately south of NW Towner Drive. Staff has prepared an annexation 
proposal to annex the petitioned properties with the addition of adjacent 
right-of-way.  
 
Staff did want to bring attention to the fact that the subject property lies 
within an area claimed by Xenia Rural Water District as their service 
territory. The City of Johnston is in pending litigation with Xenia Rural 
Water District. While litigation does not prohibit annexation of property 
into the City of Johnston litigation may restrict development of property 
until such time that a resolution is arrived at. As of publication of this staff 
report there is no known end date to the pending litigation.  
 
Resolution 19-54 would direct the Community Development Department 
to serve all applicable notices as directed by the Iowa Code and the City of 
Johnston Code of Ordinances and the resolution would send the 
annexation proposal with the establishment of zoning to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for their study and recommendation.  
  

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of Resolution 19-54 

 
Attachments:  Resolution 19-54; 

Petition for Voluntary Annexation; 



RESOLUTION 19-54 
 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A PETITION FOR VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION OF 
TERRITORY INTO THE CITY OF JOHNSTON WITH ESTABLISHMENT OF 

ZONING FOR 147.40 ACRES AND REFERING THE ANNEXATION PROPOSAL AND 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

FOR STUDY AND RECOMENDATION.  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Johnston is considering annexing the parcels described in attached 
Exhibit “A” and the land area as legally described in the attached Exhibit “B” and shown on the 
attached Exhibit “C”; and     
 
 WHEREAS, at the time of annexation the City Council may assign a zoning district 
classification to the newly annexed properties; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF JOHNSTON, IOWA, that:  
 
 The petition for voluntary annexation of property into the City of Johnston with 
establishment of zoning districts is accepted and the Department of Community Development is 
directed to serve all applicable notices and copies of the annexation proposal to all parties as 
directed by the Iowa Code and the Code of Ordinances, Johnston, 2007. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF JOHNSTON, IOWA, that: 
 
 The annexation proposal and amendment to the Official Zoning Map is hereby referred to 
the Planning & Zoning Commission for their study and recommendation. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 4th Day of March, 2019. 
 
 
______________________________ 

       PAULA S. DIERENFELD, MAYOR  
ATTEST: 
 
 
CYNDEE RHAMES, CITY CLERK 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:       Aye  Nay         Absent      Abstain  
Brown                            _____          _____              _____          _____ 
Martin                            _____          _____              _____           _____ 
Cope                              _____           _____              _____           _____ 
Evans                             _____           _____              _____           _____ 
Temple                           _____           _____              _____          _____  



EXHIBIT “C” 
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